g e Sermon Manuscript
robertgriffith.net 30 June 2024

Balatiang: No Other Gogpel
Part 3. Unity in the Gospel

As we continue our exploration of the book of Galatians, we will be looking at the first ten verses of
chapter 2. This passage speaks of a critical moment in Paul's ministry and in the history of the early
church. It details Paul's visit to Jerusalem and his meeting with the apostles to confirm the gospel he
preached among the Gentiles. As we delve into Galatians 2:1-10, we will see the importance of unity
in the gospel, the affirmation of Paul's ministry, and the agreement on the inclusion of the Gentiles
without the requirement of adhering to the Jewish law.

Galatians 2:1-10 “Then after fourteen years, | went up again to Jerusalem, this time with
Barnabas. I took Titus along also. | went in response to a revelation and, meeting privately with
those esteemed as leaders, | presented to them the gospel that | preach among the Gentiles. |
wanted to be sure | was not running and had not been running my race in vain. Yet not even
Titus, who was with me, was compelled to be circumcised, even though he was a Greek. This
matter arose because some false believers had infiltrated our ranks to spy on the freedom we
have in Christ Jesus and to make us slaves. We did not give in to them for a moment, so that the
truth of the gospel might be preserved for you.

As for those who were held in high esteem - whatever they were makes no difference to me; God
does not show favoritism - they added nothing to my message. On the contrary, they recognized
that I had been entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter
had been to the circumcised. For God, who was at work in Peter as an apostle to the
circumcised, was also at work in me as an apostle to the Gentiles.

James, Cephas and John, those esteemed as pillars, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of
fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the
Gentiles, and they to the circumcised. All they asked was that we should continue to remember
the poor, the very thing | had been eager to do all along.”

1. The Context of Paul’s Visit to Jerusalem (Verses 1-2)

Paul begins by recounting his visit to Jerusalem, which took place many years after his previous visit.
This visit was significant for several reasons.

The Timeline

Paul mentions that this visit occurred fourteen years after his first visit to Jerusalem, where he had met
Peter and James (Galatians 1:18-19). The exact timing of these fourteen years is debated among
scholars, but it is generally agreed that it includes the period of Paul’s ministry in Syria and Cilicia. The
long interval underscores that Paul’s ministry was independent of the Jerusalem apostles, yet not
disconnected from the broader Christian community.

This timeline is crucial because it highlights the maturity and development of Paul’s ministry. He had
been actively preaching the gospel among the Gentiles for a considerable period before this meeting.
His ministry was well-established, and the gospel he preached had already borne much fruit. This
context sets the stage for the significance of the Jerusalem meeting.



Companions: Barnabas and Titus

Paul was accompanied by Barnabas and Titus. Barnabas was a respected leader in the early church
and a close companion of Paul. His presence would have added credibility to Paul’s mission. Titus, a
Greek and an uncircumcised Gentile believer, represented the very issue at stake - whether Gentile
converts needed to adhere to Jewish customs, such as circumcision. The inclusion of Titus in this
delegation was very strategic but also symbolic. Titus was a living example of a Gentile who had come
to faith in Christ without adopting Jewish customs. His presence underscored the central issue that Paul
was addressing - the freedom of Gentile believers from the requirements of the Jewish law.

Purpose of the Visit

Paul went to Jerusalem in response to a revelation. This indicates that his visit was divinely ordained
and not merely a human decision. He met privately with the esteemed leaders - James, Peter (Cephas),
and John - to present the gospel he preached among the Gentiles. Paul wanted to ensure that his work
was not in vain and sought confirmation and unity regarding his mission. The private nature of this
meeting emphasizes its importance and sensitivity. Paul was not seeking public approval or debate but
a mutual understanding and agreement with the key leaders of the Jerusalem church. His desire to
confirm that he had not been running his race in vain reflects his concern for the integrity and unity of
the gospel message.

2. The Issue of Circumcision and False Believers (Verses 3-5)

One of the central issues discussed during this visit was whether Gentile converts needed to be
circumcised according to Jewish custom.

Titus as a Test Case

Paul notes that Titus, a Greek, was not compelled to be circumcised. This decision was significant
because it affirmed that Gentile converts were not required to adopt Jewish customs to be fully
accepted as followers of Christ. Accepting Titus as an uncircumcised believer was a clear statement
against the legalistic demands of the Judaizers and a practical demonstration of the gospel’s power to
transcend cultural and religious boundaries. It highlighted the sufficiency of faith in Christ for salvation,
apart from any additional requirements. This decision was a pivotal moment for the early church,
affirming the inclusion of Gentiles without the need for conformity to Jewish practices.

False Believers and the Threat to Freedom

Paul explains that the issue arose because some false believers had infiltrated their ranks to spy on the
freedom they had in Christ Jesus and to make them slaves. These false believers, often referred to as
Judaizers, insisted that Gentile converts must follow the Jewish law to be true Christians. Their presence
and teachings threatened the freedom of the gospel by imposing legalistic requirements.

The term “false believers” highlights the insidious nature of their influence. These individuals were not
merely misguided but were actively working to undermine the gospel’s message of freedom and grace.
Their insistence on circumcision and strict adherence to the Jewish law represented a fundamental
misunderstanding of the gospel and a threat to its purity and power.

Preserving the Truth of the Gospel

Paul and his companions did not give in to these demands for even a moment, so that the truth of the
gospel might be preserved for the Galatians and for all believers. This steadfast refusal to compromise
underlines the importance of maintaining the purity of the gospel message. Paul’s resolve reminds us
of the critical nature of this issue and his commitment to the truth of the gospel.



Preserving the truth of the gospel is an essential task for every generation of believers. The gospel is the
power of God for salvation, and any distortion or addition to it undermines its effectiveness and leads
people away from the true source of salvation. Paul’s unwavering stance serves as a model for us today,
calling us to guard the gospel’s integrity and proclaim its message of grace and freedom with clarity
and conviction.

3. The Affirmation of Paul’s Ministry (Verses 6-8)

Paul then recounts the outcome of his meeting with the Jerusalem apostles and their response to his
ministry.

No Added Requirements

He states that those who were held in high esteem - James, Peter, and John - added nothing to his
message. This affirmation is crucial because it signifies that the leaders of the Jerusalem church did not
impose any additional requirements on Paul’s gospel. They recognized that his message was complete
and aligned with the truth of the gospel.

The phrase “added nothing” highlights the sufficiency and completeness of the gospel Paul preached.
It underscores that salvation is by grace through faith in Christ alone, without the need for additional
works or adherence to the Jewish law. This agreement among the apostles was a powerful affirmation
of the unity and consistency of the gospel message.

Recognition of Paul’s Apostleship

The apostles recognized that Paul had been entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel to the
Gentiles, just as Peter had been to the circumcised. This mutual recognition of their respective
ministries revealed the unity and diversity within the early church. God had called and equipped Paul
to reach the Gentiles, while Peter focused on the Jews.

The recognition of Paul’s apostleship by the Jerusalem leaders was a significant validation of his whole
ministry. It affirmed that his calling and mission were divinely ordained and supported by the broader
Christian community. This recognition also highlighted the complementary nature of their ministries,
with each apostle playing a vital role in the spread of the gospel.

God’s Work in Both Ministries

Paul emphasizes that the same God who was at work in Peter as an apostle to the circumcised was
also at work in him as an apostle to the Gentiles. This statement stresses the unity of their mission and
the divine empowerment behind their work. It was not about individual efforts but about God’s
sovereign work through them.

The recognition of God’s work in both ministries highlights the unity and diversity of the early church.
It emphasizes that the gospel is for all people, regardless of their cultural or religious background. The
same God who called and empowered Peter to reach the Jews also called and empowered Paul to
reach the Gentiles. This unity in diversity is a powerful testimony to the gospel’s universal scope and
transformative power.

4. The Right Hand of Fellowship and Agreement (Verses 9-10)

Paul concludes this section by describing the outcome of his meeting with the Jerusalem apostles and
the agreement they reached.



The Right Hand of Fellowship

James, Peter, and John, those esteemed as pillars of the church, gave Paul and Barnabas the right hand
of fellowship. This gesture was a formal recognition of their partnership and mutual respect. It signified
their agreement and unity in the gospel and their commitment to work together for the spread of the
message. The right hand of fellowship was a powerful symbol of unity and collaboration. It represented
their mutual recognition and support, affirming their shared mission and commitment to the gospel.
This gesture underlined the importance of unity and partnership in the early church, setting an example
for us today to work together in harmony for the advancement of God'’s kingdom.

Agreement on Ministry Focus

They agreed that Paul and Barnabas should go to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcised. This
agreement acknowledged their distinct callings and the complementary nature of their ministries. It
underscored the importance of reaching different people groups with the same gospel message. This
agreement on ministry focus reflects the strategic nature of their mission. It recognized the unique
callings and gifts of each apostle, allowing them to focus their efforts on specific target groups. This
division of labor was not a sign of division but of strategic collaboration, ensuring that the gospel would
reach as many people as possible.

Remembering the Poor

The only additional request from the Jerusalem apostles was that Paul and Barnabas continue to
remember the poor, something Paul was already eager to do. This emphasis on caring for the poor
revealed the social dimension of the gospel and the importance of demonstrating God’s love through
acts of compassion and justice. Remembering the poor was a key aspect of the early church’s mission.
It reflected the heart of the gospel, which calls us to love our neighbours and care for those in need.
This commitment to social justice and compassion was an integral part of their witness, demonstrating
the transformative power of the gospel in practical ways.

5. Lessons for Today
As we reflect on Galatians 2:1-10, several important lessons emerge for us today.

Unity in the Gospel

The unity demonstrated by Paul and the Jerusalem apostles is a powerful reminder of the importance
of maintaining unity in the gospel. Despite their different backgrounds and ministries, they recognized
the same gospel and the same divine calling. This unity is essential for the effectiveness of our witness
and the advancement of God’s kingdom. In our own context, we must strive for unity in the gospel,
recognizing that we are all part of the same body of Christ. This unity does not mean uniformity but a
mutual recognition and respect for our diverse callings and gifts. By working together in harmony, we
can more effectively reach the world with the message of Christ.

The Freedom of the Gospel

Paul’s refusal to compromise on the issue of circumcision underscores the importance of preserving
the freedom of the gospel. The gospel sets us free from the burden of legalism and the demands of the
law, offering us grace and freedom in Christ. This freedom is not a license to sin but a call to live in
the fullness of God’s grace and love. As believers, we must guard against any teachings or practices
that seek to add to the gospel or impose legalistic requirements. The gospel is sufficient in itself, and
our salvation is by grace alone, embraced by faith alone in the finished work of Christ alone. Let us
embrace and live out this freedom, demonstrating the transformative power of the gospel in our lives.



The Importance of Affirmation and Accountability

Paul’s meeting with the Jerusalem apostles highlights the importance of affirmation and accountability
in ministry. While Paul’s ministry was independent, it was not isolated. He sought and received
affirmation from the broader Christian community, recognizing the value of mutual support and
accountability.

In our own lives and ministries, we must seek out and value affirmation and accountability. Being part
of a community of believers provides us with the support, encouragement, and accountability we need
to grow and thrive in our faith. We need to build and maintain relationships which foster mutual
affirmation and accountability, strengthening our witness and ministry.

The Call to Remember the Poor

The request to remember the poor highlights the social dimension of the gospel and the call to
demonstrate God'’s love through acts of compassion and justice. Caring for the poor and marginalized
is an integral part of our witness and a reflection of the heart of God. Social action is not the gospel —
but it is one of the fruits of embracing the gospel.

As followers of Christ, we are called to actively engage in works of compassion and justice, caring for
those in need and advocating for the vulnerable. This commitment to social justice is a powerful
testimony to the transformative power of the gospel and a tangible expression of God'’s love.

Conclusion

As we reflect on Galatians 2:1-10, we are reminded of the importance of unity in the gospel, the
freedom we have in Christ, the value of affirmation and accountability, and the call to remember the
poor. Paul’s encounter with the Jerusalem apostles was a pivotal moment in the early church, affirming
the unity and diversity of their mission and preserving the truth of the gospel.

Let us strive to maintain the unity of the gospel in our own lives and communities, embracing the
freedom we have in Christ and working together to advance His kingdom. Let us seek out and value
affirmation and accountability, building relationships that support and strengthen our faith. And let us
commit to caring for the poor and marginalized, demonstrating the love of God through acts of
compassion and justice. Let me finish with a story.

I want you to picture a small village divided by a wide, rushing river. On one side live the villagers
who have been there for generations, rooted deeply in their traditions and way of life. On the opposite
bank reside new settlers, people from distant lands with different customs and languages.

For years, the river had been a barrier, keeping the two communities apart. Attempts to bridge the gap
had failed, and mistrust grew. However, in the heart of the village lived an old carpenter named
Jonathan. Known for his wisdom and faith, Jonathan saw the division and longed for unity.

One day, Jonathan began to build a bridge across the river. It was a daunting task, but he believed that
bringing the two communities together was worth every effort. As he worked, he prayed for guidance
and strength, trusting that God would help him complete the bridge.

Word of Jonathan’s project spread, and soon, people from both sides of the river came to watch. Some
were skeptical, others curious, but a few were inspired. A young man from the settlers’ side, named
David, offered to help. Despite their different backgrounds, Jonathan welcomed him warmly.



Together, they labored day and night, slowly but surely bringing the two banks closer. As the bridge
took shape, more villagers joined in. They brought tools, shared meals, and exchanged stories. The
work became a symbol of hope and unity.

Finally, the bridge was completed. On the day of its unveiling, Jonathan stood in the middle of the
bridge, welcoming villagers from both sides. They met with hesitation at first, but then with smiles and
handshakes. The bridge had not only closed the physical gap but also began to heal the divisions in
their hearts.

Jonathan shared with them the story of Paul’s visit to Jerusalem in Galatians 2:1-10. Just as Paul sought
to unite Jewish and Gentile believers, Jonathan had built the bridge to unite their village. He reminded
them that in Christ, all barriers are broken down and we are called to live in harmony and love.

The bridge stood as a testament to what can be achieved when we work together in faith. It was a
tangible reminder that, like Jonathan, we are all called to be bridge builders, bringing unity and peace
through the love of Christ.

This story of Jonathan’s bridge shows us the power of unity in Christ. As Paul and the apostles worked
to unite believers from different backgrounds, so are we called to build bridges of understanding and
love in our communities. Let us be inspired to reach out, break down barriers, and reflect the unifying
power of the gospel in our lives.



